
Come join us for our annual Low  
Country Boil & Barbeque Event     
scheduled for August 21, 2014 at the 
Rome Civic Center. Enjoy an open bar 
when doors open at 6pm and all you can 
eat low country boil and barbeque    
provided by Two Can Do Catering when 

dinner is served at 7:15pm. Be sure to bid on your favorite silent 
auction or live auction item. Auction items this year include a   
catered moonshine tasting party and a “prom package” for your 
special high school student. This year’s event will also include a 
two-stage raffle for signature items only available at the event.  
Individual tickets are $75, reserved tables for 8 are $600, and    
reserved tables for 10 are $750. This event is sponsored by the 
Junior Service League of  Rome with all proceeds benefiting 
Chieftains Museum. Contact the museum at (706) 291-9494 or 
visit the Junior Service League website at www.jslofrome.com to 
purchase tickets. Invite your friends for an evening of  food and 
fun to support the museum! 

Annual Low Country Boil & Barbeque 
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Guests bidding on silent auction 
items at the 2013 Low Country 
Boil & Barbeque 

Guests enjoying conversation 
and drinks at the 2013 event 



Often overlooked in the annals of  American History, the War of  
1812 was the first major international conflict faced by the new 
United States after winning independence from England in the 

American Revolution.  It was through this war with its former colonial empire that the United 
States proved it could stand on its own as a country on the international stage. Coinciding with the 
War of  1812 was the 1813-1814 Creek War, an effort by Upper Creek Indians called the “Red 
Sticks” to reclaim both their territory and traditions from the United States in Mississippi,         
Alabama, and Georgia.  The “Red Sticks” often joined forces with the British against the United 
States, making the War of  1812 not only a clash of  countries, but of  cultures. Native Americans 
that did not agree with war waged by the Upper Creek Indians became allies for the United States, 
including Major Ridge. Ridge assisted the United States as a soldier, 
fighting most prominently under General Andrew Jackson at the Bat-
tle of  Horseshoe Bend on March 27, 1814.  This victory of  the U.S. 
and its Native American allies at this battle marked the final death-
knell for the “Red Sticks,” and led to the Treaty of  Fort Jackson in 
August 1814, which ceded 23 million acres of  Creek land to both the 
United States and the Cherokee Nation, territory which encompassed 
half  of  what is now Alabama and part of  southern Georgia. For his 
war service, Ridge was awarded the rank of  Major by Andrew Jack-
son, whose own career was boosted by his success against both the 
Creeks and the British and would eventually contribute to his election 
as the seventh President of  the United States. Unfortunately, it was 
Jackson’s election that would also spell the end of  the Cherokee Nation 
in the east and lead to forced  removal along the Trail of  Tears in 1838.  

Museum visitors will get a chance to experience the struggles of  
Native Americans and American soldiers on  September 19-20, 
2014 at the Forward March: The Cherokee and the War of  1812 event at 
Chieftains Museum. 

Chieftains Museum will now bring the War of  1812 to life through the Forward March 
event in September. Sponsored by a grant from the Georgia Humanities Council, the 
event will feature a lecture by Dr. Susan Abram, a leading scholar on the Creek War, at 
6pm the evening of  September 19th, and a full day of  activities on the museum grounds 
on Saturday September 20th, including demonstrations by War of  1812 living 
history “soldiers.”   This event is free and open to the public. Check the   
museum website at www.chieftainsmuseum.org for more information. 
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The War of  1812 Comes to Chieftains Museum 
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Between 1805 and 1833, the state of  Georgia conducted eight land lotteries in which public lands 
were dispersed to small yeoman farmers based on a system of  eligibility and chance. During the 
twenty-eight years in which the lottery operated, Georgia sold approximately three-quarters of  
the state to about 100,000 families and individuals. For a fee of  four cents an acre in 1805 and 
seven cents an acre during the remaining years, common Georgians could amass a sizeable land 
holding. In each lottery eligible participants applied to the state, which entered their names on 
sheets of  paper deposited in one drum while the lot numbers of  the eligible properties were 
placed in another drum. The number of  times a participant's name was entered into the first 
drum was dictated by their age, marital status, war service, successful participation in previous 
lotteries, and years of  Georgia residence. Beginning in 1832, Cherokee territory in present-day 
Bartow, Cherokee, Cobb, Floyd, Forsyth, Gilmer, Lumpkin, Murray, Paulding, and Union     
counties entered into the lottery system and was dispersed to thousands of  Georgia families.  

This is the Cherokee Land Lottery book, published in 1838. Major Ridge’s property was number 
196. Rachel Ferguson, the widow of  a Revolutionary War soldier, won the house and land 
through the land lottery, but never lived on the premises. 
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Historic Preservation Continues at Chieftains 

Summer 2014 has been a busy season for improvements to the museum!  

The Heritage Preservation Grant from the Georgia Department of  Natural Resources,  
Historic Preservation Department continues to fund repairs to the physical structure,      
including plaster replacement and exterior painting. To enhance these repairs, the museum 
has also replaced a second-floor HVAC system, removed old gutters, replaced sections of  
rotting wood on the exterior, and has plans to clean the screened porch to  provide new   
interpretive areas in the museum as the new exhibition is installed. The  museum campus 
has also undergone changes with the removal of  fallen and fragile trees that threatened 
structures. Plans for improving the landscaping and creating a Cherokee native plant garden 
are also underway to enhance the museum experience for visitors.  

Be sure to stop by and see the changes as Chieftains continues to preserve the past! 

Photograph of Chieftains after the removal of old gutters and the addition of 
new fascia board that replaced sections of rotting wood on the exterior 
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501 Riverside Parkway 
Rome, GA 30161 

CHIEFTIANS MUSEUM/MAJOR 
RIDGE HOME 

Coming Soon:   “Witness to History” Exhibit Opening 

August 21, 2014:   Annual Low Country Boil & Barbeque 

September 12, 2014:  Junior Service League 80th Anniversary Party 

*September 19, 2014:  Lecture by Dr. Susan Abram:  

    “The Cherokees in the Creek War (1813-1814): The Forging of  an 
    Alliance with Andrew Jackson”  

*September 20, 2014:  Forward March: The Cherokee and the War of  1812  

*Part of our War of 1812 Living History Day Event 

The evening of  September 12, 2014 will mark 
the 80th Anniversary of  the Junior Service 
League of  Rome with a celebration at the 
museum. 

The Junior Service League of  Rome was 
started in fall 1934 by 13 charter members 
dedicated to improving the lives of  women and children in 
our community. Since that time, the organization has grown 
to include 71 active members in 2014 that support projects 
like League 4 Learning, which provides school supplies to   
local schools, and provide countless volunteer hours for      
organizations like Hospitality House, Women of  W.O.R.T.H., 
and Chieftains Museum. 

The Junior Service League is also the reason Chieftains     
Museum exists today. The League was given the historic 
house and original property in 1968 and opened the museum 
for the community in 1971. Today, the League provides     
governing oversight and financial support for the museum, 
continuing the tradition of  maintaining a legacy for the    
community. 

Happy Anniversary JSL! 

Upcoming Events 

Phone: (706) 291-9494 
Email: chmuseum@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at 

chieftainsmuseum.org 

Junior Service League Celebrates  
80th Anniversary 
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