
Chieftains Museum/Major Ridge 
Home will host an evening of food 
and fun at the annual Low Country 
Boil & Barbeque event scheduled for 
Thursday, August 13th at the Rome 
Civic Center.  

Doors open for the event at 6pm, 
which features an open bar and an all-
you-can-eat buffet of low  country boil 
and barbeque provided by Two Can 

Do Catering served at 7:15pm.  

Attendees will be able to choose from a variety of silent auction items   
including handmade jewelry, a framed Clementine Hunter needlepoint  
design, and a spa package. Signature items like a trip on the Sulzbacher 
Roman Holiday with a catered meal for 20 guests and a round of golf for 
four at Horseshoe Bend Country Club in Roswell will be featured in a live 
auction to round out the evening’s festivities. In addition, picnic-themed 
centerpieces will be available for sale again this year. 

Tickets for the event are $75 for individuals, with tables for 8 available at 
$600, and tables for 10 available at $750. Portions of each ticket sale are 
tax-deductible. The Low Country Boil & Barbeque is sponsored by the 
Friends of Chieftains Museum with all proceeds benefiting the museum. 

To purchase tickets or for more information, contact the museum at   
(706) 291-9494 or visit their website at www.chieftainsmuseum.org. 

We hope to see you on August 13th! 

 

Annual Low Country Boil & Barbecue 
Scheduled for August 13th 
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Guests enjoy dinner at the 
last year’s Low Country Boil 
& Barbeque 



“Family Free Day” brings America’s Past Time and      
America’s History Together 

The Rome Braves sponsored a “Family Free Day” at Chieftains on 
Saturday, July 18, 2015. Visitors were treated to free admission to the 
museum, including self-guided tours and activities for children. In  
addition, each child who completed the museum’s Family Scavenger 
Hunt received two free tickets to the Rome Braves game against the 
Lakewood BlueClaws the same night. 

The museum had a total of 131 people who visited for the free event 
and gave away 78 tickets to happy children and families to see the 
game that evening. 

Chieftains hopes to continue working with the Rome Braves           
organization to offer future programs on both the museum campus 
and at State Mutual Stadium, which sits on land that was originally 
part of the Ridge farm. 

The museum would like to extend its thanks to Erin Elrod and the     
Rome Braves for making this day such a success! Go Braves! 
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Visitors tour the museum looking 
for answers to the scavenger hunt 

GPB to Feature Chieftains in Upcoming “Virtual Field Trip”  

Earlier this summer, Chieftains was visited by a 
GPB film crew headed by educators Heather Neal 
and Laura Evans as part of a plan to create virtual 
field trips for Georgia teachers and students. 

As it becomes increasingly difficult for teachers 
to take students on class field trips due to the high 
cost of transportation and high demand for limited 
instruction time, virtual field trips have become 
an appealing alternative. Thanks to funding from 
a Georgia foundation, GPB is creating such      
virtual, interactive field trips highlighting important Georgia          
locations, like Chieftains Museum. Over the next two years, GPB 
will work with the most knowledgeable and engaging historians and tour guides throughout the state to 
create virtual field trips of consistently high quality. Each field trip brings the location to life with       
interviews, 360-degree panoramic photography, interactive elements, discussion prompts, and videos. 
Eventually, teachers will be able help students    explore these historic locations by accessing the virtual 
field trips through the web and tablets. The field trips also align with the Georgia Performance         
Standards, as well as the content from GPB’s Georgia Studies Digital Textbook. For more information, 
visit www.gpb.org/education or email education@gpb.org.  

Executive Director Heather Shores was 
interviewed as part of the virtual tour 



“Three Sisters” Getting Ready for Harvest  
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In spring 2015, Chieftains began a “Three Sisters”  garden on 
the museum campus to illustrate the  importance of agriculture 
to the Cherokee way of life. Since then, under the guidance of 
Master Gardeners Carolyn Carpino and Nelly Luthi, the      
garden has continued to thrive and our “three sisters,” corn, 
beans, and squash, are getting ready for harvest. 

 

One new addition to the garden is a small patch of herbs used 
by Native Americans in everything from medicine to their diet. 
Each herb was researched by Nelly Luthi and selected for its 
availability to the Cherokee, either as a native plant or through 
European exchange, its  ability to grow in the museum garden, 
and its prevalence in our region.  

 

 

 

 

Tracing native plants and their Native American uses has 
yielded interesting results for botanicals we see every day. For 

example, Black-Eyed Susan was used to create a tea for “dropsy,” Bee-Balm leaves created a 
poultice for a headache, and Spiderwort treated a variety of skin conditions for Native    
Americans. Other plants, such as thyme, were brought by the Spanish to the New World and 
were quickly adapted for Native American 
use. 

 

The “Three Sisters” and herb garden are 
just one of many new projects for the 
“outdoor classroom” on the Chieftains 
campus. Stayed tuned for more                
developments as our Landscape Committee 
and dedicated Master Gardeners help us 
bring Cherokee agriculture to life at   
Chieftains! 

First garden harvest 

Our corn and squash are growing nicely in 
the Three Sisters garden 



1971 State Mutual Anchor 

This issue of the State Mutual Anchor is a 
reprint of the first seventeen pages of the 
booklet printed for the Third Quarter of 
1971. This piece was added to our collection 
after it was donated by Johnny Davis earlier 
this year.  

 

The article “Historic Chieftains” covers the 
history of the house from Major Ridge until 
it became a museum through efforts of the 
Junior Service League of Rome. It also      
includes a detailed account of the house as it 
appeared when it first opened in 1971.  
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Junior Service League members 
preparing exhibits in the museum 

Cover of the 1971 Third 
Quarter State Mutual   
Anchor 

Go Back to School with Chieftains! 

Believe it or not, it’s almost time for school to start again! As teachers and students 
gear up for another school year, Chieftains has been working to promote our        
curriculum offerings for field trips in 2015-2016.  

Chieftains offers field trips to K-12 students that are structured to meet Georgia State 
Standards and are age appropriate. Each field trip includes a tour of the museum and 
at least one activity and lasts from 45 to 75 minutes. Admission charges for field 
trips are $2.00 per student with one free adult admission for every 10 students. 

Field trip activities range from creating your own animal totem necklace, an archaeology “touch” program,  
lessons on the Cherokee syllabary and the Cherokee Land Lottery, and many more. In addition, activities can 
be tailored by Chieftains staff to fit the needs of any particular class visiting the museum. 

The museum also offers free teacher access to the Georgia Trail of Tears Cherokee travel trunk full of          
resources and lesson plans on Native American history. Teachers can reserve the trunk to use in their        
classroom throughout the academic year. 

This year, a new feature of the museum’s educational programs will include the “Haweis Cherokee Mission 
School,” an interactive art area on the screened porch of the museum created to teach visitors about Cherokee 
culture and the experience of both missionaries and the Cherokee children they taught in the early 19th century. 
The “Haweis Cherokee Mission School” will offer the perfect learning environment for small school groups or 
for families visiting the museum. 

We are excited to start our field trip programs as school begins again. Please encourage all of the teachers and 
students you know to consider Chieftains for their educational needs! 



This September, Chieftains will launch its first annual Fall 
Plant Sale as a fundraiser for the museum under the      
guidance of Susan Hortman and Ruth Forrester.  

Unlike the annual spring sale, the Fall Plant Sale will     
consist of a selection of trees, shrubs, and other botanicals 
that have a fall planting season.  A list of plants will be 
made available on the Chieftains website beginning       
September 1st for the public to pre-order for fall. Plant     
orders will be taken from September 1st through October 
9th, with plants available for pick-up at the museum on    
Friday, October 16th. 

For more information, visit the Chieftains website as     
September approaches, or contact the museum at (706) 291-
9494. 

501 Riverside Parkway 
Rome, GA 30161 

CHIEFTAINS MUSEUM/MAJOR RIDGE HOME 

August 13:     Annual Low Country Boil & Barbeque 

September 1-October 9:  Fall Plant Sale 

October 16:    Pick-up for Fall Plant Sale 

Upcoming Events 

Phone: 706.291.9494 
Email: chmuseum@bellsouth.net 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at chieftainsmuseum.org 

Chieftains Launches Fall Plant Sale 
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Have You Renewed? 
Be sure to renew your membership to the museum for 2015! 

Memberships are good for January 1—December 31 each year and give you free admission 

to the museum, a 10% discount in our gift shop, and invitations to exclusive member events 

throughout the year. 

Contact the museum to find out how you can continue to be a part of the 

excitement at Chieftains! 
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